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PLT Title 

Let’s Talk About It! Strategies and Ideas for Improving the Oral Language Fluency of ELLs in the Classroom  

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Ever wish you had a better repertoire of strategies to reach the ELLs in your classroom?   Elementary and high school 

ESL teachers focused their PLT on improving oral language fluency.  Using research on accountable talk, reciprocal 

teaching, and higher order thinking skills to drive their efforts, as well as a simple iPad application, students were 

recorded on benchmarked dates and their language was assessed based on the WIDA speaking rubric.  In this 

presentation you will hear what typical ELL students sound like, see how students progress and at what rate, and also 

learn strategies from accountable talk, reciprocal teaching, and higher order thinking skills to implement in your 

classroom.  

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

*Michelle Moeller Wellington K-4 ELL 

Lindi DeLorio Butler K-4 ELL 

Jennifer Ellis Burbank K-4 ELL 

Katherine Peterson Winn Brook K-4 ELL 

Clare Murphy High School 9-12 ELL 

   

   

   

 
PLT SMART Goal  

We will improve ELL oral language development using recording devices to track student progress against the WIDA 

speaking rubric.  ELLs will increase their oral language proficiency by at least one level in a five month span. 

 
Key Actions 

Key    Actions (What will we do to achieve this goal?) 

1.  Research several iPad recording apps and select one to use. 

2.  Decide which students to measure. 

3. Decide check-in dates. 

4. Decide what to use to elicit language (speaking prompts) 

5. Record students and scores. 

6. Review data and discuss strategies for kids who are not making progress. 

7. Compile a list of strategies to use with students who are not making oral language progress and create a handout to 

support classroom teachers. 

 



 
Findings  

After assessing students using the “Let’s Talk About It!” app in K-4 and North Star level 1 prompts with Quickvoice for 
grades 9-11, we found that all students’ oral language scores increased. 
 
Teachers selected 3-5 students to assess of various proficiency levels and grades. All five teachers used the same WIDA 
scoring rubric but used their judgment for selecting which prompts to use, the number of prompts, and whether to 
score them together as a whole or separately with each prompt. We set three assessments dates: beginning of 
November, beginning of February, and beginning of April.  When it came time to review all of our data, we decided that 
due to many interruptions during the winter (ACCESS testing, snow days, vacation) we would only use the November 
and April data for final reflections. 
 
Since the speaking rubric is separated into three sections (linguistic complexity, vocabulary usage, and language control) 
each section has a separate score.  As can be seen in the table below, some students went up at least one level in all 
three sections while others went up in one or two sections. These students did show improvements, however they did 
not increase enough to get them to the next level.  For example, a student who began at a level 3 in vocabulary usage in 
November was meeting many of the level 4 criteria for it in April but was not meeting every piece required to be a level 
4.  According to WIDA, a student must meet all of the criteria in each section in order to increase their score to that 
level.  Therefore, this student stayed at a level 3.  Breaking down the scores in this way shows how a student can 
increase their oral language even when their level stays the same. 
 
Elementary 

Student Score 1 Score 1 Score 1 Score 3 Score 3 Score 3 

 Ling. 
Complexity 

Vocab Usage Language Control Ling. Complexity Vocab Usage Language  
Control 

A 2 3 2 3 3 3 

B 4 3 3 4 4 3 

C 2 1 1 4 3 4 

D 2 1 1 3 3 3 

E 1 1 1 4 3 3 

F 1 1 1 3 2 2 

G 2 2 2 4 3 3 

H 2 2 2 4 3 3 

I 4 4 4 5 5 5 

J 1 1 1 3 3 2 

K 2 1 1 3 3 3 

L 1 1 1 3 3 3 

 
 
 
 



High School 

Student Score 1 Score 1 Score 1 Score 3 Score 3 Score 3 

 Ling. 
Complexity 

Vocab Usage Language Control Ling. Complexity Vocab Usage Language  
Control 

M 1 1 1 3 3 2 

N 2 2 2 3 3 3 

O 3 3 2 4 3 4 

 
As the year progressed we used many strategies for all students including those not making progress.  We focused our 
strategies on using accountable talk with sentence frames, questioning and answering using higher order thinking 
skills/Bloom’s taxonomy, and reciprocal teaching (predicting, questioning, clarifying, and summarizing skills).  We believe 
that incorporating these strategies aided in our students making the gains shown above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

There were several points that we determined that affected our PLT. 
1. Students need practice time with the app prior to the actual recording, including allowing them to see what the 

recording will look and sound like. 
2. Unpredictable outside factors can contribute to scores and need to be considered for future assessing. 

 students out of school due to traveling 

 weather conditions (i.e. snow days) 

 students moving out of the district  
3. It’s beneficial for an ELL to hear and recognize their own growth (from the recording) instead of merely seeing 

a WIDA level number increase or being told they have improved.  
4. We would recommend that a team of teachers using this assessment decide on a clear approach to recording 

and grading several samples prior to beginning so that there is consistency in the final data.  This includes 
discussing how each teacher elicits speech from the same prompt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


